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Financing arrangements for the United Nations Multidimensional Integrated
Stabilization Mission in Mali for the period from 1 July to 31 December 2013

(A CABQ report A/67/877, Secretary-General's note A/67/863)

Mr Chairman,

I am pleased to introduce the Advisory Committee's report (A/67/877) on the
financing arrangements for the United Nations Multidimensional Integrated
Stabilization Mission in Mali (MINUSMA) for the period from 1 July to 31
December 2013.

The Committee recommends that the General Assembly authorize the
, Secretary-General to enter into commitments for the period from 25 April to 31
December 2013 in the amount of $454,426,300, but recommends a ten per cent
reduction in the assessment of the commitment authority to Member States.

The reduction in assessment is recommended for the following reasons. The
Committee considers that the Secretary-General's request for 23 backstopping
positions at Headquarters should be reflected within the support account proposal,
rather than through the request for commitment authority. Moreover, in light of the
Secretary-General's recent justification for maintaining support account resource
levels in order to address additional post-conflict situations that may arise, and
considering that there would be some additional available capacity at Headquarters
due to the closure of the United Nations Integrated Mission in Timor-Leste (UNMIT),
the Committee questions whether the 23 requested positions are necessary.

The recommendation also reflects the Committee's view that the large number
of construction projects foreseen for this period is unrealistic, and takes into account
the low expenditure pattern of the existing commitment authority, in the amount of
$83,690,200, previously approved by the Committee.

The Advisory Committee stresses that this recommendation is without
prejudice to any position it may take on the proposed structure, number and level of
posts or on other proposed resources for MINUSMA in the context of a budget
submission.

I thank you, Mr Chairman.


